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The Marine Corps is developing ex-
panded Blue Force Situational Aware-
ness (BFSA) capabilities that address the 
interoperability shortfalls existing be-
tween the numerous Blue Force (friendly 
force) tracking and situational awareness 
systems in use today, and to defi ne the 
capabilities required to achieve a joint 
solution in the future. Although valu-
able, today’s service-specifi c Blue Force 
Tracking (BFT) systems tend to oper-
ate independently with separate types 
of mission-profi le support, user devices, 
information-dissemination architectures, 
and messaging standards.

Using lessons learned from Opera-
tions Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Free-
dom and contributing their knowledge to 
the Joint BFSA (JBFSA) effort, the Marine 
Corps and Army developed a strategy to 
converge to a single, joint BFT capability 
that will allow units on the battlefi eld to 
see, and be seen by, nearby units without 
having to contend with equipment inte-
gration issues and communication con-
straints. Near term efforts to standardize 
operational architectures, align software 
baselines, and harmonize with Combat 
Identifi cation (CID) initiatives will con-
tribute signifi cantly toward solving the 
interoperability challenges associated 
with achieving a single land component 

picture and disseminating information 
needed for improved battlespace situ-
ational awareness. 

When implemented across the ser-
vices, DoD agencies, and coalition forces, 
the objective JBFSA systems will result in 
the seamless sharing, distribution, and 
display of Blue Force information to im-
prove overall situational awareness. It will 
identify, classify, and characterize the sta-
tus of joint and coalition forces operating 
throughout the battlespace, both within 
and beyond the line of sight, and will 
operate globally, providing 24/7 support 
to the full spectrum of operations (from 
major combat to peacetime engagement), 
as well as stability and sustainment oper-
ations, and home-station training. Future 
confl icts will involve unpredictable en-
emy actions on an asymmetrical battle-
fi eld, requiring greater functional coordi-
nation across all battlespace domains for 
conducting Distributed Operations. This 
increased coordination will rely upon the 
rapid and widespread dissemination of 
all Blue Force location, status and intent. 
Marine Corps’ BFSA efforts will focus on 
improved data retrieval, dissemination, 
correlation, fi ltering, and data fusion 
methods that promote fratricide avoid-
ance and enhance the Marine Corps’ abil-
ity to conduct Distributed Operations.
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